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ACCOUNT 


Of the Pretended 


Prince« Wales, «- 


Here is nothing more certain, then «hart the Protec- 
ſtants of , who have moſt conſtantly adher'd 
to the Truth of their Religion and cſtabliſhed Go- 
yernment of the Realm, have been all along ha- 

raſsd and oppreisd __ Perſecution of the Papilts, upheld 
by . Suprcam Big ity age a3 5c = the 1! ou 
' impdl t contrary to their Conſciences, an cls 
they ane. er with unlawful and arbitrary Commands, 
they were removed from their Benefices and Employmenes. 
Many that ne're offended I t the Law, were unduly 
ſecuted, and deprived of their Rihgrs and Livelihoods in their 
Churches and Colledges, and ſentenced by arbitrary Courts. 
In Cities and Towns the People were denied the tree EleQion 
of their Magiſtrates and Officers, who were put in and curn'd 


out ar plcafure, cill ſuch were mer wich were ready to 


comply with the Popiſh Deſt | 

The Laws provided for the becarity of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on and the Peoples Liberties, were rrodden under foot by a pre- 
ended Diſpentive Power, by which the Foundations of rhe 
Peoples Properties and Liberties were quite taken away, and 
ſubjeted to Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure. 

The Milicia of the Kingdom was put inco the Hands of ſuch 
whom the Laws of the Land have rendered uncapable, and all 
by Colour of that Difpenfing Power, to the great Terror of the 
Proteſtants, finding themſelves at the Mercy of their declared 
and mortal Enemies; which Terrors,were not a little augmented 
by the maintaining and pany up and down the Kingdom: a 

great 


SS 


great Army of Iriſh Papiſts and other Mercenaries, in a time 
of Peace and pgencral Repolc. 

All Execution of Laws made againſt Popiſh Pricſts and Jeſu- 
ites, and to prevent the Milchiets apprehended from their Plots 
and Contrivances, were aCtually prohibited, and what thoſe 
Laws adjudged to be Trealon in a high Degree, was cancell'd 
and rendred invalid by - that pretended Dy) penjing Power ; fo 
that they who were Criminals by ſeveral Statutes of the Realm, 
walk'd barcſac'd in the Streets without controul. 

A ſtop was alſo put to the free Courſe. of Juſtice, and the 
Judges, of whom, many have greatly athſted the Popiſh De- 
{igns, put in and out till they made the Law ſpcak Cundemna- 
tion or Acquittal at the Plcafure of the Courr. 

By all which it appcars, that there was a publick Deſign coun- 
tenanced and upheld by the King, to overturn the whole Frame 
of both the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Government of the King- 
dom, by depriving the People of their undoubred Right of Free- 
dom to elett their Deputics in Parliament, who arc to at in 
their Behalt for the makHg and repealing of Laws. 

For in regard that by the tree Government of Exgland, no 
Laws can bind eicher the Perſons or Properties of the People, 
but ſuch as are agrecd to by the joyrt Conſent, as well of the 
Subjett as of the Prince ; there by anticnt Statutes of the Realm, 
it is moſt carcfully provided, that the Eleftions of Parliament 
Men ſhall be fo free, that neither the King himſelf, nor any 0- 
ther Perſon ſhall preſume to diſturb or interrupt their free 
Courle. So that it any Eleftion ſhould happen to be carried; 
cither by Commands or Threatnings, by underhand Solicitati- 
ons, or promiſed Bribes of Favours or Rewards, the fame 
ſhall. be utterly void ; and the Perſons eleing are to be no 
way byafled, and ſo ro carry themſelves at the Time and 
Place of EleQtion, as may adminiſter no occalion of Miſtruſt. 

Bur in defiance of theſe Laws, the Popiſh Party of late have” 
made it their Buſineſs by all ways and means, to overturn, and 
utterly eradicate all the Franchiſes, Charters and Priviledges of 


the ſeveral Cities and Boroughs of Eng/and, by whom the great- 
eſt.-part of the Commons are cholen, on purpoſe ro ſubjet 
thoſe Corporations to the Kings Will and Pleaſure, and to ob- 
lige thera, as his Dependants, to ſerve his Popiſh and Arbitrary 
Deſigns, while they that refuſed to comply, were turned - 
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of their Places to make room for Papaſts, or any that would 
ſell themſelves to ſerve the Popiſh Intereſt. 

However, that there might not want pretence of Law for 
the overwhelming of che Government, Writs of 29 Warranto 
were iflu'd forth againſt all the' moſt conſiderable Cities and 
Corporations of the Realm, without any Cauſe or Gronnd- of 
Offence. At what time, Inſtruments were not wanting at the 
ſame Conjuncture, to manage the Magiſtrates with the Kings 
Diſplcaſure, if they appear'd- to be fo hardy, as to inſiſt upon 

-their own Defence, or offered to go to Law with the King for 
the maintaining of their juſt Rights and Priviledges ; ſo that (c- 
veral were ſcared with the Excels of the Changes, and the cer- 
tainty of being caſt at length, and ſurrendered their Charters, 
rather than oppoſe the Currcat of Compuiſion that ran ſo vio- 
lently againſt chem. | 

For it is notorious, that the Popiſh prevailing Party had 
their Judges ready fix*d to over-rule whatever Pleas the Towns 
or Cities could make in defence of their Rights ; of which, Lox- 
don it (elf was a remarkable Prefidemt. And ſuch Judges as 
could not in Conſcience condeſcend to cancel fuch Ancient Re- 
cords of the former Engliſh Monarchs Immunities and Fa- 
vours, were preſently caſheer'd. While thoſe other Judges 
that ſucceeded, being more eaſily poyſor'd with the Lultre of 
Gain and Honour, made nothing of illegal Sentences, to com- 
ply with their Popſh Patrons, to the Enflaming of their native 
Country, while the Magiſtrates of all the chief Corporations 
of the Kingdom, were now become wholly dependant upon the 
Kings Pleaſure. 

But beſides theſe publick Violences offered to the ſetled 
Conſtitutions of Cities and Corporations, the Vertue ard Con- 
ſtancy of private P:rſons has becn endeavour'd to be ſhaken b 
the promis'd Favor :rs and menacing Aw of Majeſty it elf, while 
the Knack of Cloſetting was uſed ro make Men proſtitute their 
Voices for EleCtions, in compliance with rhe Popiſh Deſigns, 
and none- were thought fit ro hold Offices and Employ- 
ments, but ſuch as would ſurrender up their own, and the 
Freedoms of others, to facilitate the Iatreagues of Popery. 

The Lords Licutenants of the' feveral Counties alſo, and a 
Crew of ſtrange Commiſſioners, no leſs odly inſtrufted, were 
ſent into the leyeral Sheirs, ro corrupr, if pollible they _ 
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both the Gentry and Commonalty, to give their Voices for the 
Eleting ſuch Members, for a packt Parliament, as they kucw 
would be moſt ready ro annul the Penal Laws and Teſts, the 
chictelt Sccuriries of our eſtabliſh'd Religion and the only agree- 
able Means to prevent the Dangers and Miſchicts hi by 
the pernicious rincs and Practiſes of the Church of Rome. 

By ſuch means as theſe it was intended that the Teſts and all Pe- 
nal Laws made againſt the Popiſh Prieſts and Jeluirs, and extend- 
ing Punjſtiments and Forfeitures againſt all other Papiſts,aRing a- 
gainſt the Government, ſhould have been all aboliſhed by a packt 
Number of Men clefted contrary to the native Rights and Pri- 
viledges of the Nation, under the Namie of a Parliament. That 
ſo the Papiſts. being at full Liberry, might uſurp what they 
pleaſed, without fear of being troubled or queſtioned for ir, 
upan the Freedom, Drone and Eſtates of the Proteſtants. For 
ae would the Laws of Englazd ſignific, when the Popes Canons 
ſhould be publickly maintain'd ro be above them. For Maſs- 
houſes, Convents of Monks, and Provincial Biſhops, were not 
only tolerated, but openly upheld in defiance of the Law, and 
chings were already carried to that height, that there was no 
rolſibility of ever ping non, Fe free Parliament, conſidering rhe 
preſenr Alterations jn the Citics and Corporations, the Perſons 
of the\C$heriffs and other Officers, all ficting for their Purpoſes, or 
elſe in @ readineſs to be turn'd out, and the Condition of thoſe 
whoſe In it is ro Ele, who lay under the unhappy Circum- 
ſtances of being deprived of their Freedom in EleQions,and were 
threarned with the Kings Diſpleaſure, and ſubjeted ro ſeveral 
other Inconveniences es of Offices and Preferments, it 
i rcfus'd to accept of ſuch Perſons as had treacherouſly 
mited and undertaken to | the Eſtabliſhed Laws ofthe King- 
dom againſt the Papiſts. Amongſt whom, it is a Maxim, that 
the Proteſtants arg nor capable to claim any Benefit or Advan- 
rage of A Treaties, Oaths or Engagements made them by a- 

rmce. 

For indeed there is nothing ſo terrible to the Popiſh Party, as 
the frequent Aſſembling of Free Parliaments in England And 
therefore jt was that the King of Fraxce, who had entered into 
a Deny at his firſt coming to his Crown, to aboliſh ,the Pra- 
teſtane R cligipn, and root it out of the World, under the Name 
of the Not Hercſie, was ſo very liberal to the late King, 
ro 
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mac pan cy wag reg 0, 6) 
to che Meenng ar as appears by 
Letters, acknowledged bs the late King, to have been writeen 
by his own Order. 

Nor was Exgland only, the Theater of the Plors and Con- 
tcrivances of the Popiſh riefts and Jeſuics in rhote times, rheir 
deep Deſigns reach'd even ro the Subyerfion of the Ulnited Pro- 
vinces, becauſe th pad ey ps to the Pro- 
World, by he comintal Workingeof he Popds Pars the Las 

conti of the rty, the lac 

was drawn in to make an Agrecmenc with the Kirg 

of France, to have ſubdued and ſhard the unized Ne- 

therlands, Nor did choſe two Confederate Princes ſtick w 

make Propofals even to his Highnets a {verb rad 

ſdlf, chough _—_— with thar Scorn and Indignatic: 

Fre font! ghar (wma os Nat rhe D 

RC. c ts was 

lefs Sedulous ro ſearter his Penſions among the chicf Miniſters 

in the Courts. of Smeden and Brandenkurgh, and of all orher 
Princes that: food faft t-che Proeftanc Religion. 

But the main of his Pious Liberalicy, was in his 
upon the lac King of Exglazd, and his chicf Favourites and 
Cam "who made no -ſcruple to affift in. the ſecrer Conmi- 
Vances, tO cafreble the Procefizuc Jnrereft, and ro advance the 
Kao voy th King of Fyazce, though the King of England 
DI y witt-him ig his chick D of 

fear of —— himfelf wich: his 
xer: Check: to 


 batoas Ho aprons. a 
the Fo _— Kin Pri = dar Na, they Ph 
it ro: {eparace 
news with France, and make' a Peace with CE. 
whady being procured; broke! alt the Mrafures 
in Ear eo Ae Princes i por ova before x nlp rhe 
en bee rc to deſire a Truce. Nor qdurft ke! aſter 
ys. 5 mp raed rj nd hg. efpou d ie Pop 
t nt 4 cd the 
Invevelt, © Bur then he ſeron foot hi gf ryn mg - 
> Re- 


hoy Crael,. Inhumanc and Hp « was, the 
hgows fufficicuely make manitcſt. 
kjowcves, in-repard the See of Rowe has always _— it 
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her chictcſt Maſterpiece to excirpare the Preteſtant Religion out 
of England, theretorc ſhe hath made it her chief Study, and 
employ*d all her Craft, her Politicks and Villanons Inventions, 
ro bring it to paſs in this Nation ; to which end, ſhe thought 
there could be no way more cficCtual, then ſtritly to unire the 
rwo Princes, now both of the {ame Religion rogether that with 
united Strength and Treaſure, they might the more eaſily be 
cnabled to bring about their Grand Delign. And indeed the 
French Preſident, was too cxaAtly followed, that it may well be 
{aid, that the Methods here obſerved, were the ſame with thoſe 
which had been taken in France ; the Invaſion of the Civil 
Government and cſtabliſh'd Laws, and the very Freedom an d 
Eflential - Being of Parliaments, ſucceſsful 'ftor a rime, ro 
have reduced all the Officers and Maglltrates of the King- 

dom under Subjeftion to Abſolure Will and Pleaſure. And 
who could otherwiſe expett, bur that the Lives and Liberties, 
the Eſtates and Properties of the People of England muſt have 
all been at the Kings Diſpoſal, when the Jurics were :{o cor- 
rupted, and the more corrupt Judges and Chancellor fo chtire- 
ly at his Devotion,and ſoplung'd in aCting contrary to the Law, 
that they could be no where ſafe, but under his ProteCtion. 

In this ſad and deſolate Conjunfture of Afﬀairs, wherein the 
Proteſtant Religion, the Ancient Honour and Glory of the Ex- 
gle Nation, the Gs 'Priviledges, Liberties and Properties 

the Native Inhabitants, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt, 
were all going to rack; the Peers and Perſons of great Quality 
had no where elle to place their Hopes and Confidence: of De- 
livery from os wa Thraldom, bur in her Royal Highneſs, 

as being Heir Apparent tothe Crown, which being joyn'd to 
the Celebrated Vertue, and Renown which attended bis High- 
neſs the. Prince of Orange, for Military.Condu& and Heroick 
Po Magnanimity, as it was no {mall Conſolation to the Engliſb 
Lords, ſo did it no leſs tormoil and perplex the Councils and 
Deliberations of the Papiſh with Terrot and Conſter- 
nation ; which made them enter into various Conſultations to 
ward off this Threatning Oppoſition to their Deſigns. Some 
po the obſtrufting their Highneſfles coming to the Crown 
y fuch fettring Conditions as were obtained in Parliament in 
the Reigns of Queen Mary and en Elizabeth, which: the 
Parliament ſo garbled, as , was deſ1gn'd by the Kings Power, 


would 
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would readily condeſcend to, and would afterwards be ſtrengel:- 
encd by the Papiſts in full Poſſeftion of all the Strevgth and Au- 
thority of the Realm, and afbſted by all the Forces of the 
Ryng of France; but the more wary Papiſls not liking the Aw 
of Mercenary Force, and French Compultion, to bourd and 
limit the Heireſs to the Imperial Crown of England, propoſed 
that the King ſhould make uſe of his Paternal Authority with 
her Royal Highneſs, to bring her oft to the Pcpiſh Religion, or 
elſe to perſwade her to have more moderate Thoughts concern- 
ing ir, or clſe to grant them an abſolute Toleration. It this 
Proje failed yet they were (till in Hopes that his Highneſs the 
Prince of Crange might be wrought upon tro concur with the 
Kings Declarations for Liberty ot Conſcience, and the Repeal of 
' the Penal Laws and Teſt. Not believing that his Highneſs 
would be ſo nice asto make any ſtrift Inquilition into the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Penal Laws, cnafted ſo many hundred years ago a- 

ainſt the apparent Ulurpations of Rewze; or that he would 
55x underſtood thar the Eccleſiaſtical Penal Laws, comprehend 
the moſt eyident and aurhentick Declarations, it that they arc 
to be produced from 5 + Records of the Rights b:longingto the 
Crown of Erglan4, of the ancient Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment, and of the Pr iviledges that appertain, as well to the Peo- 
ple; and that rherein might be underſtood the Claims and U- 
furpations of the See ,of Rowe, which occaſioned the EnaCting 
thoſe Laws to preſerve the Freedom and Priviledges of the Ex- 
ghſh Nation. Nor did they believe that his Highne's would 
have diſcovered the Miſchicts attending the Repeal of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Penal Laws; ſeeing that the meer Enafting the Kings 
Declaration had been ſuch an Eſtabliſhment of Popery, that tHe 
Church of Rome could nct have deſired a Better : So that the 
Popiſh Councils would have been ſatified with his Highneſles 
Concurrence z of which they thought themſelves ſo ſure, that 
the na it out that his Highneſs had conſented, and thar 
the King and his Highneſs underſtood one another well enough. 
However, thele Reports were ſoon laid aſleep, and talk'd pri- 
vately about at Court, that the King ſhould ſay their Highneſles 
were obſtinate in their Errors, and that he would put himſelf to 
no tarther trouble about them, but that it ſhould be the wore 
lor them. 
Nor was it long after, that a gre Rumor was ſpread a- 
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bout in the Town, that the Queen was with Child, which cle- 
vated the Papiſts to that degree, that they began to inſult oyer 
ghe Proteſtants, and ſpar'd not to boaſt, that though it were a 
Davglver,. being bora after the King was Crown'd, it would 
prevent the Succeſh>2n of her Royal Highneſs, who was Born 
when the King was gqnly Duke. But the Queens being with 
Child was a Story belicved by none but the Papiſts; and the 
Proteſtants were the more confirmed in their Mil-belicf by the 
Fable of the Lady of Loreto, and the Dutcheſſes of Modena's A 
plicationsto Heaven in her Daughters Behalf, and every Body 
derided and lampoon'd the Mummery, which they look'd upon 
to be a meer Contrivance of the Jcſuirs. 

Nevertheleſs, for the ſpace of cight or nine Months, the Ex- 
peCtarions of the Queens Delivery were ſuch, that the Prote- 
ſtants both at Home and Abroad were not a little diſheartned, 
apprehenſive of the Diſappointment of her Royal Highneſs , 
and the Papiſts greatly incouraged to carry on their Deſigns 
with more Vigour. But the Exeglrſb Lords were not to learn 
how well vergd the Prieſts and Jeſuits had been from time to 
time in ſeveral Ages, in framing ſuch Impoſtures and Forgeries 
as theſe, to alter rhe Succeſſions of Crowns for the Service of 
their Church, and therefore ſeeing them ſo ſeduloufly laborious 
to rivet a Belicf of the Queens being with Child, in the Minds 
of rhe People, and undertaking to give them prophetical Afſu- 
rances that it would be a Son ; theſe double Diligences of the v 
Pricſts, not only raisd, but confirm'd the Lords in their Sul- | 
pitions, that there might be a Counterfeit Son impoſed upon the 
Kingdom, and ſer up for a Prince of ales, and that the Prieſts 
were ACtors in this Farce according to the Parts which they had 
delivered them ; which cauſed the Lords to determine among 
themſelves ro keep Memorials of the Carriage of the whole Con- 
crivance, ſo far as their Information would give them leave. 
By which Obſervations, and diligent comparing of Circum- 
ſtances rogether, during the time of the Queens pretended go- 
ing with Child, and Delivery .of the Male Child, the Lords 
were {o fully convinced -of the Truth of what they ſuſpeRed, 
, that they no longer queſtioned the pretended Priacc of walez to 
be a meer Counterfeit. | 

For firſt the Fundamental Rules of Equity and Juſtice re- 
quire, that when a Child is to be born, which immediately up- 
Oo 
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on the Birth becomes Heir to three Kingd ons, and at the ſame 
time diſappoints the Hopes of an Heireſs appatent,and the Expett- 
anccs of ſeyeral other Princes ofthe Blood, it is abſolutely requiſite 
that ſuch a/ Child be botn of the Queens Body, and that the 
Birth of {uch a Child. be atteſted _ their certain Knowledge, 
by Witneſſes in Number anſwerable to the Importance of the 
fion and ſuch a National Concern, and againſt whom 
there cannot be the leaſt Exception made for their Reputation, 
their Vertue, their Partiality, and undeniable Authority, ſuf- 
ficient to convince the whole World by the Weight ot their 
Teſtimony. For ſvch is the Caſe of a Male Heir to the 
Crown of Eaglons: that no ſooner is a Son of the Queens Body 
born of her Body. but that at the very ſame Minute and In- 
ſtant of time, all Pretenſions of Right and Apparencies in any 
other Perſon ceaſe, how ſtrong and valid ſoever they might be 
at the very Moment before. And therefore there is nothing 
againſt which all the Laws, Civil Juſtice and Government more 
charily provide, then againſt the Violation of Inhcritanccs. 
And therefore the Proots by which any Perſon is difſeized of 
an Apparent Right, muſt be ſo certain, as to be beyond all 
Contradiftion and Controwl. Otherwiſe it is a poſitive Breach 
of the Law of God, and of all that is Sacred upon Earth, a 
Diſfolution of all Property, Civil Juſtice and Government, to 
invade the Apparent and Lawfal Right of any Perſon with ma- 
nifeſt and undeniable Proof a Prince or Superior Right. Here 
then was her Royal Highneſs Heir Apparent to the Crowns of 
England, Scotland, and Treland, in probability ro have been 
outed of her Apparent Right, by the pretended Birth of a Prince 
of Wales. It was therefore mainly requiſite, conſidering the 
Suſpilions and Jealouſies which atrended the Birth of this 
Prince of Wales, that he ſhould have been born in the Preſence 
of the Privces of the Blood, the Prelates of Higheſt 
Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, the chicfeſt of the Nobility, the Officers of 
Higheſt Truſt in the Nation, and the Embaſladors and publick 
Miniſters of Forraign States and Princes. So that the Proofs 
of his Birth from the Body of the Queen, might have been 
ſo undoubted and unqueſtionable, that there ſhould not have 
been no room for the leaſt Appearance of Suſpition or Con- 
tradiction. 
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'On the other ſide, ic had been the Opinion of the World 
for ſome time, that the Queens Body had been fo long diſabled 
by Sicknels and Infirmities, that ſhe was not in a Capacity to 
bring forth a Son. According to the Judgment of Dr. W:llzs, 
who upon view of one of her Children, declar'd, that it want- 
ed the Foot ſtocks and Ground-work of Lite. 

Then for the Gezerality of the Nation, they were fo 11] 
ſaigfied with the Queens being with Child, notwithſtanding, 
whatever the King cr the Queen affirmed of themſelves, that 
hardly ofic in two hundred belicv'd it, only they were con- 
ſtant 11 this, chat they univerſally believ'd ir to be aDelign of 
the King and his Popiſh Councils, to impoſe a Counterteit up- 
on the Nation. 

Neither was it a thing at all credited in the Courts of For- 
reign Princes, that the Queen was with Child ; bur rather 
lookt upan as a treacherous Contrivance of the Prieſts and 
Jeſuirs ro have impoſed upon the Nation, to fortifie their Par- 

by the Hopes of a Popiſh Succeſſion, and bring unthinking 

roteftants into the ſame Snare. 

All Men apprehended that the Proteſtant Religion, not 
only in Ezgland, but in other Forraign Countries, would be 
much endanger*d, or elſe ſecured by the Queens Delivery, or 
not yon of a Son; and that the Birth of a Prince of 
IF ales, wonld be a great Diſappointment tro the juſt Rights 
and Pretenſions of ſuch Princes and Princeſſes who had betore 
his Birth a lawful Claim co no leſs chan three Imperial 
Crowns; beſides that, it menac'd England with the Calamity 
of falling under an Infant Chimera of a Prince, or ra- 
ther, and more truly, under the Tyranny of Rape it (cl. 

Which being the Conſequences which would neceſſarily have 
followd upon che Advancement and Eſtabliſhment of this Sup=- 
poſttitious Prince of Hales, never equalPd or heard of before in 
ſtory upon the Birth of any Prince in, the Earth, cerrainly 
common Juſtice in General, and the Cuſtoms of Exeland, there 
ſhould have been ſuch undoubted Proofs that the Counterfic 
Prince was Born of the Queer's Body, as ſhould have admittee 
no obje&tion, bur anfwered every Circurhſtance, and ſuſicd ro 
have vanquiſh'd not only the jealouſies and ſuſpicions of the 
People of Erxgland, but of all other Forraign Nations. 

To which purpoſe t''at the Women of . ſpotleſs Integrity 


ould 
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ſhould haye given Teſt'mony of their perſonal view of the ſelf 
lame individual Child's being really and boza fide delivered and 
1{Juing according to the courſe of Nature, from the Queen's 
Womb. And that the men ſhould have bcen cnabl'd ro make 
their Atteſtations upon occular view of the naked Infant withal 
the marks upon it of immediate ſeparation from the Womb, by 
the Afhſtance of Phyſitians and Women of experience ; and in 
a word, that the teſtimonies of both Scxes ſhould have been 
anſwcrable in greatneſs of Birth and Grandeur of Reputation 
and Authority ro the occaſion in diſpute, the Perſon? cortro- 
verted, and the vaſt extent of that good or miſchief which 
might have proy*d the conſequence of all : Matrons of experi- 
ence, probity and gravity : Perſons publickly known to the 
Kingdom, and nor pitiful obſcure Ttalzans and French that 
ſcarce were ever heard of either in this or any other Country. 
For (ceing there was never ſuch ar» impendirg neceſſity to have 
clear'd this difficult point, and to diſpel thoſe jealouftes and 
miſtruſts, which gave a greater Alarum to che Nation then 
ever was given fince the firſt orig of this Monarchy ; 
certainly it highly concern'd the King and Queen to have made 
uſe of the moſt Noble and dignify'd teſtimonies that were in the 
Land,in regard that the Law requiring it, the ow way tp fatisfic 
the Subject ; is to ſatisfie the Law. Which had alſo been a fatis- 
fation to Juſtice no leſs to te ſatisfy'd, ſeeing that the Birth of a 
counterfit Prince, was to have deveſted her by an Impoſture of 
her Apparent right cf inheritance. Then again, it was not a little 
admired, why the King, who well underſtood that the Laws and 
Ci ſtoms of England requird a fit and comperant number of 
Wirnefles, and a far greater number in thiscaſe, where the con- 
ception ofthe Queen was lookt upon by the Univerſaliry of the 
Nation, as a FiCtitious peice of Mochery, and were almoſt 
ablolutely confirm'd that a counterht Prince was to be 
impogd upon the Nation, ſhould produce ſo ſmall a number; 
and thoſe many of them ſo obſcure and little known to the 
World,that their names were hardly heard of before,and therefore 
ſince the maximes and reaſons of the Engliſh Law, are (6 (levere 
in caſe of a Child pretended to be ſer upto the Excluſion of 
an Apparent Heir, ard that there was ſich great cauſe in this 
cale of the Queen, ard the pretended Prince of Wales, to ſuſpeRt 


| a Forgery and an Impolition upon the three Narions, as += 
cre. 
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there was no notice given to the Heir Apparent, of the time whe 
this pretended Heir was to come into the World, nor toany 
other who had Titles in 'Expetancy, it was an Inference con- 
cluded from. the Rules and Maxims of the Engliſh Law, which 
requires ſufficient Proof to put the matter of Fact out of doubr, 
that the Witneſſes of the Birth. of the ſuppos'd Prince of Wales, 
oughtnot to be beleived,” ſince they who were to make good the 
Claim of the ſuppoſed. Prince, had time ſufficient to haye piyen 
due notice.to the Partics concern'd, and to have had Witneſſes 
of that Reputation, as might have put the Birth of the ſuppoſed 
Prince quite out of Diſpute. 

And indeed ir would have been but ordicary prudence to 
have a numerous Train of Wirnefles, and thoſe of different 
Honors, dignitcs and Intereſts ; ſince it could ucyer have been 
imagin'd that ſo conſiderable a number of Teſtimonics of both 
Sexes, ſo.conſiderable far their Quality and Integrity and all ya- 
rious in their Offices, and dignities could cver have entered into 
a Confederacy to cheat the Fon with a St. Martrons Prince, 


and be ſo true one to another in ſuch an unjuſt and wicked 


pcice of, Fraud. 
Op the other ſide, the Law admits no Man or Woman to be 


a witneſs that take a Bribe of Money or Preterment, or any 
other Emolument to engage themſelves in an Oath, More 
eſpecially will it not permit.any Perſon or Perſons to be witneſſes 
concerning the Birth ct this Fitticious Prince of F/ales, who 
were in hopes, or Expe&ation of any preterment, Offices or 
advan by vertue of his Grandeur. Nor any Perſon or 
Perions that have ſo much their dependance uporr the Foſterers, 
and Setters up of this ſuppos'd Prince of Yales,that they dare nor 
diſpleaſe them for fear of looſing their places. Nor any Perſon 
or Perſons who. af commonly reputed or by Proof may be 
made appear to have any cumiry, or prejudice againſt Her 
TWighnels, with wbom the Countertcit Prince chiefly ſtands in 
Competition , it being an unanſverable exception againſt ſach, 
that they arc moral Enemies to Her and the Proteſtant Religion, 
which ſhe profeſſes. Neither will the Laws of the Land allow 
the Teſtimony, or Declaration of the King and the Queen in 
this of the ſuppoſed Prince of Wales. For that it they might 
be ſufficient Proofs in their own cauſes they might be as well ſuf. 
ficient Jufges, belades that it the Kings. Afftmation ſhould be 


allow'd 
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allow'd by the Law of the Land, ſufficient'ts makes Prince of 
'TPales without ſuch a tmimber:of Conipetent witneſſes as by the 
'Law are requird, it would be an eye me ings ee the-Conſtituti- 
ons of the Engliſh Monarchy, eſpecially in Matters of Fatt by 
which an mary may be .done to another,,. In like manner 
neither can the King by the Rules and regulations of, the Law, 
at his will and pleaſnre alter' the 'Succahon of :the Crown of 
England, or \o order it that the Crown! [l not deſcend to. the 
next in Blood. So that if the Kings. Sole Affirmation of this 
Suppoſitious Princes Blood, ' what any farther Proof, were" ſuffi- 
"cient. to bind the belief of the Nation, his hare Aﬀrngation 
would then aftually extend to put by and fruſtrate rhe luccel- 
ſion of the next Heir, and ſubmir it to the plcaſure ofthe King. | 
But the next Lawſul Succeſſour is Heir to the, Kindom by .yer- 
rue of the Law it ſelf, and cannot be defeated of his Right of 
ſuccelſion by any Act of the Preceding Prince, and.for the-King 
ro plead that theſe things came, not into his mind ar that he was 
ignorant of them, could be no, ſatisfaftion to the Kingdom in 
uch a caſe as this, 'where the Laws and Cuſtoms of England, 
were poſitive and requir'd clear and Demonſtrable Proofs ſuch 
* have been already metition'd of the Birth of the ſuppoſed 
Ince. i 
But there were other perſonal Circumſtances to prove. the 
Qucens not being with Child, as being che. particular Symptoms, 
'that always , accompany pregnant - Women. 'For it was diſ- 
covered upot? very good afſurances that ſhe never had the 
molt uſual, the moſt natural and common Symptoms of Con- 
ccption : Her Mdrſlruum's continu'd their natural Courſe and 
Periods without any. ſtop ar the uſyal times, 3nd har all te 
while ſhe prererided to be with Child :. or .did ſhe- conceal the 
having her Terms upon the Road. to. the Bath, nay that ſhe 
had them till for ſome days after the King took his leave. of 
her in that place. Nor was it poſſible for her afterwards, not 
withſtanding all the Arts and- Induliny ſhe mags wie of, to pre- 
vent them from appcaring in rhe Seaſons of !Nature; 'in regard 
choſe Secrets mult, be known. ro more thencould be made privy 
ro the Contrivance. i 
Now for want of this ſame-uſual Sym 'of the (topping 
of her Monthly Evacuations, the Queen have no fix'd time 
from whence to begin her reckning, and therefore the ys - 
elp- 
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help .her our, declar'd in Council that his Wife and He had 
rhought it Convenient to make her conception Public, from 
the time that the offering was made to the Image of the Lorerto 
Lady, when the King returned to the Queen at the Bath. 

But this fell out afterwards very untowardly, becauſe ir was 
impoflible ro bring rogerher, the rime of her conception and thar 
of her pretended being deliver'd, fo well, as ro compleat the full 
and natural time of nine Months. So that the Women crying 
out, in derifion upon the Kings boaſting what a ſtrong, lively, 
chopping Child he had gor, that ſuch a Child at Eight Months 
was as great aMiracle, as her Conception upon her Preſent to 
the Lady of Loretto, the Confederates fearing the ſpreading of 
fach a report, might endanger the diſcovery of the Impoltor, 

ſwaded the Queen to give it out that ſhe had miſtaken 

er recknivg, as it was a common thing tor Women to 


0. 
Bur they Cri,ur that the Queen had ſtood to her firſt reck- 
ning ſeveral Weeks after ſhe prerended to haye been deliver'd ; 
that it was well known that ſhe had her Eyacuation's as ſhe 
wentto the Bath, and four days after the Kings departure, which 
was a Certain Sign ſhe had not tea conceiv'd ; or if ſhe had 
then conceiv*d, then it could be no Failure in. her reckning, 
and ſhe did il] ro Bath, for fear of deſtroying the Fruit of her 
Womb. ' 
þ Then again, in other Women, after four Months being gone, 
there will be ſeen a Viſible ſwelling and Increaſe of the Breaſts, 
together with a fair appearance of Milk : but all theſe Sym 
toms were allo wanting in the Queen, nor did ever any Lady 
which was proper to be a witneſs ever ſe a drop of Milk in her 
Breaſts, which' were tl] the ſame to the Fycs of all that view'd 
them, without any alteration of Bulk or Proportion. | 
Neither was any /proper witneſs . of Quality and experience 
eyer--adfmitred during the whole time of her- pregnancy, to 
couch the Queen's: Belly, thar they might be able ro give a 
. Teſtimony concerning the Motion and ſtirring of the Child in 
the Womb.” Which it behov'd the Queen to have fhewn, 
 eſpectally to the Proteſtant Ladies of her Bed-Chamber, who 
were not a little doubtful of her being with Child, as well as 
the Perſon who was then her Phyſitian. - 
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Neither was there any diſtenſion of the parts of the Body that 
ſurround and encompaſs the Womb,which always enlarge and extend 
themſelves more eſpecially during tle four laſt Months, tro make 
room for the Child in the Womb as it grows on to perfection ; ſeve- 
ral Matrons of great Experience attended on purpoſe to make an 
exact Obſervation of the riſing . of the Queens Belly, but none of 
them could perceive the leaſt appearance of the growth of any Child 
in her Belly ; which was all the time of - her Pregnancy of the ſame 
Proportion, as at other times; only when ſhe was dreſs'd, her Belly 
was ſo order'd,as to ſcem to riſe up before like a Woman with Child : 
but they that view'd her behind as ſhe walk'd, could perceive no fign 
of a big-belly'd Woman ; which Obſervation was alſo made but a 
little before her pretended Lying in. T'o which may be added 
that in all the four laſt Months, when the Bellys of big-belly'd Wo- 
men riſe moſt remarkably, the Queen was always obſerv'd, contrary 
to her uſual method,when ſhe went to ſhift her ſelf,to retire into ſome 
private with-drawing Room, where none were permitted to come to 
her but [her Ia/ians that were privy to the Secret. So that from the 
very time of her Fictitious Conception to the time of her pretended 
Delivery, there was not any thing in the Behaviour and Carriage of 
the Queen,which gave the leaſt ap ce of Reality and Sincerity; but 
what on the other fide very vlainly diſover'd Fraudulent Contrivance 
and Delign. 

While ſhe was preparing for her intended Delivery, there was no 

Notice given by the Queen, either to Her Royal Highneſs or to any 
other next jn ExpeCtancy of the Succeſhon,when ſhe thought her reck- 
' ning was out or expected to be deliver'd, to rhe end that proper Per- 
ſons might have atcended to have prevented all Suſpitions, which 
Law Juſtice and Common Prudence altogether requir'd. On the 
other {ide Inſtruments were made uſe of to Conceal both the Time 
and the Place of her pretended Delivery ; and ſuch an Odd time of 
her Conception was given out, that it was impoſſible for the Friends 
of her Royal Highneſs to: make ahy true judgment when the Farce 
was to be Acted. 

As for the Place it was fo variouſly given out, ſometimes Winder, 
then Hampron Court, and. then again ' Richmond, fo that it was im- 
ang for the Proteſtant Ladies and Friends of rhe Heir 

now where to be in a readineſs to attend. And for fear the Princeſs 
of Denmark {hould be a YT Obſeryer as well for her own, as 
he- 
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her Siſter's ſake, that ſhe might not be preſent at the time of her 
Delivery, the Plot was fo laid, tho ſhe ſtood more in need of Aſtrin- 
gents at that time, that for the preſervation of her Health ſhe ſhould 
be advisd to go to the Bath for the benefit of the Looſning Waters, 
on purpoſe to keep her at a ſufficient diſtance till the Scene was over. 

But when Notice was given that the Counterfeit was almoſt ready, 
the Queen was in ſuch a Hurry, above three weeks before her time 
was expected, that not above two days before her pretended De. 
livery ſhe was in poſt haſt to lye in at Sr. James's, where if things 
could not be got ready, ſo ſoon as was requiſite, ſhe declar'd ſhe 
would lye upon. the Floor. Which words being utter d with ſo much Paſ- 
ſion on the Fryday, that ſhe would lye in at St. Fames's on Saturday 
Night, the moſt Vigilant Obſervers could not find there was rhen the 
leaſt appearance, that the juggle was then to be carry*d on upon Sun- 
day, or that then the pretended Birth of the long lookt for Counter- 
feit Prince was to be: in regard there was not the leaſt ſhew of thoſe 
fore running Pains that uſually preceed the Travels of Child-bearing 
Women ; es that ſhe fate up late that Saturday Night ar Cards, 
without ſo much as the leaſt pain or trouble ; or any ſo much as 
thought of in the Night , till about nine or ten of the Clock in 
the Morning when all the Proteſtant Ladies were at their Devotions, 
and then the Princely Babe being ready for a ſecond Birth, Mrs. Wicks, 
Mrs. Labady , and the beloved Mrs. Tourain did the Feſt, and the 
Knack was over before Church was done. A. 

Now that the Room was prepar'd,. and made fit for the- purpoſe, 
was apparent by the Private Door in the ſpace between the Bed and 
the Wall, through which it might be an caie thing, to bring a Child. 
and conveigh it privately into the Bed ; and yer the Parties never 
be ſeen by any, that attended in the Room tho ſtanding ar the Beds- 
feet: and through that door ir was cafie' for the Midwife, Mrs. 
nong and Mrs. Touraine to carry in and out what they pleas'd them- 
ſelves. | 

Had not there been a neceflity for that door, it ought by Common 
Reaſon and Prudence to have been either ſeal'd, or nay!'d up, to avoid 
Sufpition of Impoſture : but that door was ſb requiſite for the N - 
ment of the Poppet Play, that the whole Contrivance was Garry'd on 
through that dour ; which was a thing that was well known by the 
Lords of the Council, that were call'd in, not ſo much ro ſte,” as to 
be ſeen, to the end their Names might afterwards be made uſe of 
| | to 
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to delude the people. . And then again, ſo far was the Queen, from 
dreading, at all the bitter Pains, and hazards of Child-bearing, 
that ſhe made none of thoſe Proviſions uftal in ſuch Caſes ; nor fo 
much as the Midwives Stool or Chair,which is uſually ſent before for 
the caſe and benefit of Perſons of the Queens Quality : nor any 
order given for the Colledge of Phyſnians to attend ; as if ſhe had 
certainly known, as well as ſhe did, that neither ſhe nor.the Child 
ſhould ſtand in need of their Affiſtance. . Only when all things 
were ready prepar'd in the inner Chamber, as the Infant it ſelf and 
the after Birth, and whatever elſe was thought neceflary, to be ſhewn 
after the Child was born, then-the Queen being put to Bed, with 
the Curtains cloſe drawn round about her, pretended to fall into her 
Counterfeit Labour, at what time the Child with the after Birth, 
were brought through the door between the Wall and the Queen's 
Bed, andput between the Sheets by the Midwife, and the two other 
| foremention'd Confederates ; who when they had play'd the firſt 
Part, were no leſs ſeemingly Induſtrious and bulie about the Queen's 


Perſon ; which was the Part of the Act. But there was a 
neceſſity for them to make as much haſt as they could, even be- 
yond a reaſonable ination, for fear the Infant, to whom they had 


ſeaſon, or elſe be ſmother'd between the Sheets by reaſon of 'the cloſe» 
nefs of the Bed; ſo that the Queen had the calielt Labour in the 
World, and fuch a one as might well entitle it to the. Epithite of 
Pretended.. For all this while the Queen was altogether without 
any ſign of thoſe real afflitions and intermitting Pains of Women 
in Labour ; no ſigns of the Childs Eruption ; no alteration of the 
Queen's Body by the weakning of Female Travel. But all was 
done in a Trice, and then the Midwife having deliver'd ſomething 
cloſe covered into Mrs. Labad*s Hands, and both went 

h the door between the Wall and the Bed into the Chamber 
adjoyning, and that in ſo much baſt, that the Midwife her ſelfmade 
a plain diſcovery of the Fraud, by leaving the Queen at thoſe very 
moments, when had the Delivery been real, the uſual diſtreſles and 
dangers of Women in Labour moſt requir'd her Affiſtance. And thus was 
this Counterfeit Prince brought forth in the dark from under the Bed 
Cloaths, the Curtains being drawn, and none that were in the Cham- 
ber permitted to ſee what was done about the Woman that was pre- 
tended to be brought to Bed, And as for the Lords of the _ 
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the King kept them at the feet of the Bed which were cloſe ſecur? 
from the Obſervation of ſight,fo that they could neither ſee or hear any, 
thing,which could make them capable of being Witneſſes, of the Birth 
of aChild. And there after they had waited a long time,the King left 
them and went into the withdrawing Room where Mrs. Labady and - 
the reſt of the Accomplices were with the Counterfeit Prince ; frog: 
whence he ſent word to the Lords that in regard a Prince was fo 
happily come into the World ; there was no farther need of their At- 
tendance, fo that the greateſt number of them departed. ; 
Yet after all this Noiſe of a Delivery, all the Curieus Obſervation 
that could be made, could never diſcover any ſigns that the Queen 
had been newly brought to Bed. No weaknelfcs, no Fevers, the 
uſual Concomitants of Women bringing forth at the untimely Seaſon 
of eight Months, as the Queen acknowledg*d her Labour to be. 
And tho the Queen was reported to have great plenty of Milk be- 
fore her pretended Delivery, yet what became £ it no body could 
tell. For neither were her Breaſts ever drawn, nor any Medica- 
ments apply'd to repel, or dry up the Milk, nor did ſhe fain to take 
care of her Breaſts, or ſeem in the leaſt to fear the danger of ſuch 
a pretended Redundancy. Nor was it ever heard of, that ſhe ever 
put her ſelf to the trouble of thoſe uſual Purgations ; which are the 
Conſequences of Child-bearing. | | 
So that the belt Conſtruction that can be made of this Contri- 
vance is only this that the Blind and Bigotted Zeal of the Papiſts, and 
their Popiſh Councels to eſtabliſh a Popiſh Succeſſion in this Kingdom 
- made them. violate all the Laws of Honour, Honeſty, Juſtice: and 
- Common Morality. 
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ACCOUNT 
MURDER 


OF THE. 


Earl of Eſſex. 
\ A Urder was the firſt abominable and crying fin, which after 
the fall of Man, and his Expulſion out of Paradiſe, Man. 
committed in the Infancy of the World. And it would be 
needleſs to, repeat a thing which is ſo univerſally known to all the 
Earth, how loudly this unnatural and hainous Crime cryes for ven- 
geance in the Ears -both of God and Men. No fin more ſeverely 
| proſecuted by the Puniſhments of Heaven, nor more vigorouſly re- 
; ſtrain'd by the Law of Nations. Nothing ſo much provokes the 
b wrath ' of God as the Pollutions of Blood : And nothing calls with 
| that  yvehement importunity for condign Puniſhment of the Male- 
"; factors, as Perhdious and Inglorious Afﬀaſſination. "The Soveraignty 
4 neither of Daw'd nor of Ahab could prote&t them from the purſuit of 
4 Divine Juſtice. For it is the fame thing whether a Man be the Actor 
himſelf, or the Suborner and Rewarder of the Murderers. And the 
'Y Crime is ſo much the more fowl and deteſtable in them,who commit 
bt, the Fact under the ProteQtion of Authority, and Might command, 
by how much it is a greater duty incumbent upon ſuch to defend 
and preſerve the Lives of thoſe who are liable to be oppreſs'd, For 
let the perſon who believes himſelf injur'd by another be never 6 
highly advanc'd in Grandeur' and Dignity , it is not for him to ſeek k 
Revenge "4 
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Revenge, without the Legal - Sentence and Determination of .th 
Law. Not that the bare Aſeveration, however of an Atturney Gene 
ral in calling the Impeachment and commitment of the Earl of Egex, 
a Convitment for High Teeaſon, could be taken for a Solemn Sentence - 
ſince the words of his Lips could be no Warrant for others to pro- 
ceed to fuch a Bloody Execution. 

\  , On the other fide, though every Murder be a crime of a moſt 
heinous Nature, yer ſome Murders may admit a higher Aggravation 

then others, from the Circumſtances that attend" then 

» In the firſt place the worth and di of the Perſon whoſe Life 
is unjuſtly takenfrom hing, his High in the Kingdom, and his 

Abilities of Wiſdom, Power and Intereſt to be more adva 

to the Nation then another of his degree ; by whoſe untimely loſs 

the whole Realm is rob'd of thoſe benefirs, which it might have re- 

_ Ceiv'd from the Vertue and Endowments of fa great a perſon. 

... Another Aggravation of the Murder was this, that it was done by 
thoſe whom the Earl bad ſerv'd with all o and Integrity, that 
could be expefed upon all occaſions ; befides that hewas aPerſon whoſe 

Father had laid down his Blood and impair'd his Fortunes by ven- 

turing in the Kings Quarrel during the late Civil Wars. Another 

Apgravation was, that the Murther was committed not only in the 

oy ay where the Law and the Government prote&t the 
till conviction, but alſo in one of rhe Kings Palaces ; 

where the King himſelf might have been a ſufficient Gage 
for the ſafety of the Perſon that lay under his , Which was not 
only to deprive the King of one. of his moſt able and faithful Mini- 

_ but mortally to wound the Reputation of the King him- 
True it is, that the Authors and contrivers of the Murder” made it 

their bulineſs, the betrer to conceal and throw off the Impuratian «ef 

.the Crime from themſelves, to impoſe upon the World, and make 

the P believe, that the Earl of Eſſex was a Felo de ſe, and had 

layd violent hands upon himſelf; not conſidering that all perſons and 
thoſe in great numbers of rank and judgment who were inted 
with his moſt truly Vertuous and Religious, a well as Noble and 

Generous Qualities and Principles, his Sedateneſs of temper, his 

ſteady, ftrong and well poyſed Reaſon, together with his 

ments of Grace and Education, knew them to be ſo great and 


tranſceadently Eminent as not to-ſuffer him to fall under apr" 
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fach a horrid Crime, ſo comrary to the Confſtitutian of his Nature, 
and the Moral habirs of his mind. * As he was a True Chriſtian, his 
Religion would not ſuffer 'tim to admit a thought that might cn- 
courage a Fat fo Unchriſtian like ; and as he was a Gentleman fo 
Nobly Accompliſh'd, he could ' not condeſcend to, ſo baſe, and ſordid" 
an Action to the Erernal” tain of his Memory, _ - 

- The fame Perſons alfa ro gain a belief of the, Calumny among 
the mukricude, gave ir:out, rhat his Lordſhip was wont ,in his .com- 
mon diſcourſe ro juſtify Self-Homicide, ratlier then be a SpeCtacle of 
Capiral Puniſhment to the gazing multitude: A thing ſo improbable, 
that nothing can be thoughr, more . unlikely from a Perfon of his 
Piety, Wiſdom and reſery'dnefs, , and, which: all Perſons. frequenc 

m converſe with him were. {> far from ' affirming to be Truth ; that 

on the contrary they ſtill Solemaly proteſted his- always ſpeaking in 
abhorrency of the Fatt, as of a moſt deſperate and Bloody Sin, which _ 
was alſo no leſs facredly atteſted by his own Lady, upon application 
made. to her to know the Truth or Falſhood of the Story. And then 
for his ſpeaking with Teſpe& of the Duke of Narthumberland, who 
ſhot himſelf in the Tower , which was another thing laid to his 
charge, ro Improve the Credit .of the Report, it was no more then 
what Civility and Education requir'd, in reſpeC&t to his Lady, Grand 
Daughter to the Duke, and to the memory of the Duke himſelf, 
otherwiſe a Perſon of great worth and Noble Endowments. Nor 
was the Fari under the fame Circumſtances as the Duke was, who 
tiy Condemn'd for High 'Treaſon, whereas the Earl knew himſelf 
Innocent of. the Matter laid to his Charge, beſides that there was but 
one witneſs that could pretend to have any knowledge of him, 

More then all this, the very day before the Murther, his Lordſhip 
had ſent tor his own Plate to the: T'ower for the drefling and ſerving ! 
up his Meat, becaute he began'to be diſtrultful of the Officers and 
Cooks of the Priſon, and had1aid in a conliderable quar.tity of Wines 
for his own Table, ſufficient ro ſerve him till he thought he might 
be brought to his T'ryal : which clearly argu'd he was more affraid 
of ſome Violence, aud Illegal Means to be uſed by others for his 
DeſtruEtion, then jealous fy Deſpair in himſelf, iy ; 
 Inthe next place. we are to conſider, to what ends the Violent 
death af this unfortunate Earl' were improved to, and what deligns 
the Judges and other Miniſters of the. Law made it their buſineſs to 
ſerve by it ; and-then it will be-found that after feveral hrs to 
involve 
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: Avolve the Proteſtants in Sham-plots againſt the Perſon of the King 

 / and the Eftabliſh'd Government, they had at laſt found out a pretence 
of a Conſpiracy of that Nature againſt the Earl of Eſſex, and had 
furniſhed themſelves with ſome witneſs, who undertook the ſwearing 
of the beſt and greateſt Men of the Kingdom into a Conſpiracy for 
levying a War to the DeſtruCtion of the King. But underſtanding 
well that their witneſſes were of no Reputation to make out the charge 
againſt the Chief Patriots of our Laws and Religion, they reſolved 
to Murder the Earl of Eſſex, then cloſe committed - under a pretence 
of the ſame Conſpiracy, and to give it out that he bad made 
away himſelf, for ſhame and horror of being concern'd in f6 'Trea- 
ſonable a deſign. To this end did the Atturney General and the 
Lord Chief Juſtice with all their Eloquence and Artifice Endeavour to 
make their Accuſation uſeful and ſubſervient. Therefore fays the 
Arturney General. The Lord of Eflex being committed to the Tower for 
the Plot, and killing himſelf, was more then a thouſand Witneſſes to open the 
Eyes of the People, and confirm the belief of the Conſpiracy. Which Fef- 
feries the Chief Juſtice ſeconding, There was in i# Digitus Dei, ſays he, 
and enough to ſatisfie all the World of the Truth of the Conſpiracy, That the 
Earl of Eſſex being Conſcious of the great Guilt he had contrafted in being 
concerned in it, did rather then abide his Tryal , and to avoyd the Methods 
ef Fuſtice in his own particular caſe, deſtroy himſelf. 

This Improvement of the Murder of this noble Peer, gives no ſmall 
Ground to ſuſpe& who were the contrivers of his death, and 
deſign they did firſt aflaifinate, and then endeavour to throw the In- 
famy and guilt of it upon himſelf. 

| But then the Timing of the Murder was a farther Demonſtration, 
where the Guilt of it ought to be charged, and for the promotion of 

£{ *what Service it was firſt contrived. For no ſooner was the Lord 
Rue! brought upon a Tryal for his Life under a pretence of the fame 
#* -. Conſpiracy for which the Earl ſtood committed, but the Earl was 
Aﬀalſinated in the Tower, and then the news forthwith diſpatched 

* away to the O/d-Bayley, that the Earl had Murdered himſelf, on 
p 29-amuſe and prepoſſeſs the Jury, and induce them roconvi&t 
the other "moſt Virtuous, Noble and Innocent Perſon. Nor were 
the. Kings Council wanting to lay hold on the Tidings, with all their 
Art and Malice to harangue and plead the Lord Ryſfe! out of his Life. 
And therefore to make the deeper Impreſſion in the minds of the Jury 
already ſufficiently prejudiced, and grofsly partial, the Atturney 
Genera 
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General bawl'd out, That the Lord Ruſſel was one of the Council for car- 
ring on the Plot with the Earl of Eflex, mho had that Morning prevented 
the hand of Fuſtice upon himſelf, And Jefferies, Chief Juſtice, when 
he came to ſum up the Evidence and determine the Jury to find it 
againſt the Priſoner , averr'd. That there was nothing could be ſaid 
in Favour of the Lcrd Ruflei's Innocency, as to what he was accuſed of, but 
what might be ' more ſtrongly alleadged mn behalf of the Earl of Eſſex, who 
nevertheleſs from a Conſciouſneſs of being Guilty of that deſperate Conſpiracy, 
had brought himſelf to an untimely end, to avoid the Methods of public 
Fuſtice, 

Nay ſo apparent it was to all impartial perſons then preſent ar 
" *the Tryal, that the Murder of the Earl of Efex was perpetrated by 
others, and timed to that Seaſon, on purpoſe to influence the Jury, to 
Sacrifice the Lord Ruſſel to the Rage of the Courc, that a Noble Lord, 
who had been always in the Intereſts of White-Hall, and then very 
Zealous in the Proſecution of thoſe accus'd for the Plot, being then 
upon the Bench, and hearing of the Earls death, and who were 
walking in the Tower when it fatally happened, and obſerving 
how the Kings Council aCted their parts upon the News of it, roſe 
up in 2 grear amazement from the Bench, and prefſing out of the 
Court, with his Hat puiPd over his Eyes, could not furbear ſaying, 
that he now ſaw the Bottom of the buſineſs. And indeed ſuch was, the 
Influence which the Earls pretended Murther of higſelf for being 
concern'd in the Conſpiracy with the Lord Ruſſe!, that ſeveral of the 
Jury acknowledg'd, that the Report as it was managed by the Kings 
Council,ſway*d more with them for his Conviction,then all the reſt of 
the Evidence,though had the Earl Entertain'd any preceding thoughts 
to Murder himſel and time it to that unhappy JunCture, he would 
never have given orders to his Steward to take the Lord Ruſſels 
Fryal in ſhort hand, that he might afterwards make.uſe of it upon cc- 
calion. Belides that there was 4 Freind-ſhip too entire between him 
and the Lord Re! to Calculate the Murdering of himſcit ro ſuch 
a Seaſon, on purpoſe to facilitate the deſtruction of his friend. 

The ncxt thing to be laid open is the Picque and Motive upon 
which this Murder was commurted, and the grounds of that im- 
placablc Malice which ſome Men bare againſt the Earl. For it 
was well known to thole. Adverſfarics of his, that he was one that 
ſtood up zcalouſly for the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom, 
and no tefs a coutagious defender of the Proteſtant Religion. 
He 
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SH was known to underſtand more of the Extent and Nature of | 
== the Popiſh Conipiracy ; who were concern'd init, and to what 


degree, then moſt Perſons in the Kin as well by rcalon of 
his public ſtation in 7relaza, as alſo tor that he had been long a 
Member of the Kings Privy Council in ge and moreover 
becauſe he had been likewiſe a Member of all thoſe Private Com- 
mirtees,who had the inſpeCtionsof Papers,and Examination of per- 
{ons concert?d in the horrid Plot, There!or: *:auic he ſcorn'd 
to Sacrifice his Honor and his Conſcience to : . +. ,niance with the 
Conſpirators, and alirays oppoyd them in th: \tremprs for che 
Introduction of Popery and Arbi-rary Power ti - . iought all ways 
and means to deſtroy him. Ot w ic! rhe Earl was notinſenſible, 
and would therefore ſometime: |. - 12 tis intimce frie That 
as the generality of the P=pilts :1.1 p2cticularly fuchof them as 
made = eaceſt Figure at thc Covit, had a dread of him by 
reaſon of the DercHtions he was able ro -make of their horrid 
Machivationsz ſo was hc noc without good cauſe of tears and 
{uſpitions,that they woulei cadcayour his DeſtruQion in order to 
prevent 1t. 

Nor is it the leaſt Circumſtance that proves that the Earl was 
Afaſlinared by others, and not Murdered by himſelf, that ſeye- 
ral Reports of bis Death, and the manner of ir were ſpread a- 
broad before the Fatt was commired. Thus it was an Evi- 
dence to the Parliament that the Ciry was burnt by the 
Papiſts, Lecauſe rhe News of it was not only reported in ſeve» 
ral Parts of the Kingdom, but ſent from beyond Sca, as the- 
diſcourſe of the Jeſuits with their Privadoes andFavorites : And in- 
like manner it was urged as a proof_that Sir Edmund Berry Gol- 
fery was Aſſafſmated by the Papiſts, and allow'd at the Lord 
Stafforas Tryal, becuuſe his Death was related many Miles off 
in the Countty, before it was well knoxzn in Lozdon. Thus a 
Lady of Quality relatcs. that being in company che day before 
thegcath of che Earl of 77x, upon a Diſcourſe ariſing about the 
Murder of Sir Edmumn! !:rry Godfrey, a Gentleman took the 
freedom to ſa”. That t/ cre would appear to Morrow anvther Sir 
Eamun1 R:rry Godfrey : Which aq: the Lady could nor 
comprehend at yreſent, yet hearing the next day the Report 
that the Lord of Eſexhad cur his own Throat, ſhe ealily unrid- 
dled che Myſtery ſhe had heard the Night before ; and canclud- 
cd the Earlto have cometo an untimely end by Treachery. And 
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one Mrs. Mewx a Gentlewoman that lives in London, was 
ready to ſwear at Mr. Braddom Tryal, That her tcr told 
her, as they were Travelling both togerher into Berkfbrre, the 
day before the Earl ot Eſex's Death, that one of the Lords 
committed for the late Plor, had cut his Throat in the Tower. 
Bur becauſe her Daughter being near her time. could not be at 
the Tryal, the Chief Juſtice would not ſuffer the Mother,though 
Sworn to be Examin'd, becauſe ſhe corld nor depoſe on her 
own knowledg, thangh Mr. Wallop reply'd, it was Ewudence that 
there was ſuch a Talk preceding the death of the Earl: and by 
conſequence, ir may be added, that he did not Murder himſclE. 
Mr. Fielaer allo of Andover re, that ic was talk.d in that 
Town upon the 11th and 12th of Zuly, that the Earl had cue 
his Throat in the Tower, whereas the Fat was not done ill 


the 13th, and could nor get ro Andover by the Poſt till che 14rh. 
Ar what time becauſe the Confirmation came not, it was look'd 
on as a Report, but being confirm'd the next by certain Clo- 
thiers ſetting out of London the ſame day, preſently alter the 
Murder was done, they could not be amaz'd at a Report {o 
current among them, ſo long before the Fa&t wascommirted. 


But the Chiet Juſtice Zeferies run down all me As 4 contrivance 


to deceive the Kings Subjelts, and ſet ws together by the Ears : fiyling 
it fluff rakd out of the Dunghills, and pickd up on purpoſe to. kan- 
lr ee all tn a Flame. One Hank 5alſo 
ſwears, that he heard the ſame R at Frome Ninty Miles 
from Loxdon, the ſame day the Earl was kill'd : and one Lows 
living at Marlborough ſmorc, that he was told upon the Road, 
between Marlleroutb and Andover, by a Kg , that. the 
Earl of Eſſex had cut his Throat in the Tower, which nomwwith- 
ſtanding all the ſcorn and contempt with which, the Chict Juſtice 
 endeavour'd to Ridicule what they deposg'd,is ſufficient proof to 
all indifferent Men that the Report was ſpread abroad preceding 


to the Earl's Death. 
From which laſt circumſtance of the Report of the Earls cut- 


ring his Throat, being {prcad by ſo many Perſons in various 
Parts of the Kingdom, ſo long before his , theſe Inferen- 
ces ariſe, Firſt, that it was not improbable but that the Contri- 
vers of the Earls dcath might have reſolved the Execu- 
tion of the Fa& ſooner, but that the reaſon of ing it was 
to adjuſt it ro the Scaſon of the Lord Ruſſcls Tryal, thar the 
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Murder of the one might facilitate the death of the other : So 


' that they who were acquainted with the Reſolution firſt taken, 


out of a forwardneſs to oblige their friends had given them too 
haſty Inrelligence of the thing as already done, before ic was 
commitred, by reaſon of the latter Reſolution. "The ſecond 
Inference is, that though the Report was vented by ſevcral per- 
ſons, yct"'rhey all agreed in the-way and manner of ir, that is 
to lay, an, his Throat, which had been impoſſible ro con- 
ceive, unleſs fuch an Agreement in the manner of his death, 
had: originally procceded from the Contrivers and Determiners 
as well of the Murder ir {clt, as of the way how ic ſhould be 

rpetrared. The laſt thing to be henge obſerved that rheſe 
quis could never be the fiftitious Forgeries of Pertons Ro- 
*"mantickly diſpos'd ; 'ſceing it was impoſſible thar ſo many People 
ar ſuch diſtances one from another, and who never had any 
correſpondence together, could never ſo exattly agree and com- 
bine togetherto impoke upon the World, and abuſe the Faith of 
"Mankind. Nor is it a thing rational to imagin that it could be 
the Intereſt of Country Gentlewomen and Trade{-men to ſpread 
'abroad a Story of the Lord of Eſex's cutting his Throat before 
it was done. | 

Aker all this, there could not be a greater confirmation that 
the Earl'of Eſſex was no Felo de ſe, but that he was treacherouſly 
Murdered by. others, and that the Authors of the Aſfaffination, 
were Perfons of great Intereſt and Powet ar Courr,then the Ler- 
rers and Propoſals which were ſent ro ſome great Lords near the 
King, that it his Majeſty would but grant a Pardon ro two or 
three Men, thar ſhould be named when-the Favour was granted, 
the whole-Myſtery of the Contrivance ſhould be diſcover'd, and 
he ' ontrivit and Actors i be particularly detetfted. Which 
Propoſats'if they 'wert neglected, it may juſtly be attribured ro 
this, that the: Appreher.fions of 'thoſe- great Perſons of bringing 
Ruinup:n their own heads,frighten'd them from the delivery of 
thoſe Propoſals to the King. More eſpecially underſtanding what 
the D.of Y: had faidin reference to Mr. Braddon, That he was ra- 
velling 31110 ſuch a Buſineſs, but that he was reſolved to ruin him if 
all theLaw of* England would as x1. OO 

Another Letter was addreſs'd to: the Counteſs of E. and to: the 
end 'it-might be convey'd ro her Ladyſhip, was dire&ted to be 
left with one' Mr, C. a Bookleller in the New Exchange; The 
| Boks I A oO od, HE 3” Colrenith 


(27) "oo 
Contents of which were, That if ber Homy could prevail with the 
Kine for a Pardon, to one that w14ld4 diſcover how the Earl came 
by his acath z, or obtain 4 Proclamation of bis Majeſty, a[ſuring for- 
giveneſs to any ove who ſh1ul4 come in an1 d:t*tt by whom and after 
what manner th: Exrl was Murdered, that upon either of theſe 
Securities, th: way of the Earl of Eſſex's Afaſmation ſhoal{ be re- 
wxal d an1layd open with all the Circumſtances. This Letter was 
brought to Mr. Cadzman by a Young Woman,and left wich him 
unſcal(d. Who after he had perusd it, and conſidered of the 
Conſequence ot ir, carricd it to one Mr. FH. a Juſtice of the Peace 
in Covent-Garden, who is aid by credible information to have 
carry'd.it to one of the Secretaries of State. The Lerner was 
conceiv'd ro have been written by Bamzeny himſelf, as being un- 
der ſome remorle in reference to the Earl's death, in regard that 
ſome of Bomeny's Hand-writing being produc'd to Mr. C. it ap- 
pear*d to the beſt of his remembrance and judgment to be the 
ſame as he had formerly ſeen ir. However it was plain thatTt was 
written by one who was defirousto be known,in regard the Letter 
was ſcent open and by otre who was able to have told from whence 
ſhe had it. But nothing-more amaz'd Rational People,than that 
notwithſtanding the ſeveral Reports and univerſal Suſpitions of the 
Earls being Murdered in the Tower, there was not the leaſt Syl- 
lable publith'd ro encourage an Inquiſition after his Blood, nor 
any diſcovery of the Contrivers and Perpetrators of the Mur- 
der : whereas there had been a Promiſe of 5001. ro anv that 
ſhould diſcover the Murder ,of Sr. Edmund Berry Goifrey , a 
Perſun of far leſs Merit and Figure than the Earl of Eſſex; 
which ſeemed to ariſe from a fear that the King was in, of thoſe 
that were acceſſary to ic. Nevertheleſs the Matter could not be 
ſo ſtifled at that time, bur that the load of the Charge was pri- 
vately lay'd upon the Earl of S. the Earl of F. and one more 

| Perſon greater then ecicher,of chem; the I ruth of which Time 
and the Parliament will bring o Light. 

Oarthe otherlide, as no Encouragement was ever offer'd for 
the Detection of the Murther,. ſo all the means imaginable 
were ulcd to deter Men from enquiring into: the Matter. The 
Judges 'branded the Medling jn,.1t-a Refle&tion upon the King, 
an Afﬀront ro the Government, and a delign ro ecmbroil the 
Nation in trouble. The Attorgey General .ſtigmariz'd the re- 


port and belict of the Earl's. being Murthered, as The peers. 
that 


C4 


- 
hs bs 2 
- i a 
y 4 wy ® 
, l 4 


(28 ) 


that if thing upon the Government, which he had commutted upon 
himſelf. TheChict Juſtice Zefferies ſtyld ir a Libelling of the Gro- 
 weroment, and to have been forg'd in order to beget heart-burnings 
and jealouſtes 1n the Kings Subjefts againſt the Government, and 
to raiſe Sedition. Though in the Calc of Sir Thomas Owerbary, it 
was not then thought any diſhonor tothe Government, to have 
theDeath of thatGentleman reinquir'd into,and 'to have it prov'd 
quite contrary to the Coroners Iuquiſition, thatanſtcad of dying 
a natural Death, he was treacherouſly Murdered in the Tower, 
rather it was thought a great Vindication of the Honor of the 
Goverment, to have ſeveral of the Accomplices executed, and 
the Farl of Soxrerſet and his Counteſs convifted and condemn'd 
. as Authors of the Fatt. 

Great care was alſo taken to frighten and menace thoſe who 
were thought - way conlcious of the manner of the 'Earl's 
Death, or capable to diſcover any thing that might give any 

ight into the Matter. And therefore und ing that rhe 
Soldiers who were upon Duty that Morning had not only 
raken notice of ſeveral Perſons, but made obſervations of 
feveral Circumſtances , from whence the Murder might be 
inferred, and that ſome” of them had ſpoken too laviſhly of | 
it abroad as well as _—_ themſelves, the ſaid Soldiers | 
were threatned under ſeyere Penalties to hold their T 
for rhe future, as ſeveral are ready to teſtifie when occa 
ſerves. * : 

But far*more ſevere were the evil Treatments and Severities 
uſed toward Mr. Braddon, for endeavouring to deliver the 
Throne and Kingdom from the Guilt of Innocent Blood, by 
gathering vp ſuch Informations as might ſerve for the DetcQi- 
on of the Murder. His beivg forced to give in 20001. Bail at 
the Conncil Board, to anſwer an Inditement of Subornation, 
for bringing a Child to the Earl of 5. to reſtife what he ſaw 
concerning a Razor thrown our of the Earl of Eſex's Window 
before the Noiſe of the Murder. His being clapt up in Fi- 
herton Goal near Salisbury, pon Information that he was going 
ro A to inqui the Report that the Earl had cut 
his Throat, divulged im that Town upon the very Day the Fatt 
was committed. His being Ganey, Þ the Lord Keeper, after 
he had bcen at the Charges of a > Bs Corpus to-bring him ro 
Ton, che Bcnefit of the Statute, unleſs he would give 12080 1. 
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Bail, which neither his Qyalicy would cnable him, nor his 
Prudence it him to- give, conſidering the Nature of his 
Offence, His being confined by Order of the Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice, in the Priſon of the Kings Bench, after he had given 
ren thouſand pounds for his true Impriſonment. All which 
Hardſhips and Opprefhons of an honeſt and worthy Gentle. 
man, for enquiring into the "Truth of certain Reports, which 
it admitted, had given great Light to the Diſcovery of the Fa&, 
and the Authors of it, clearly evince that the Earl ofEſex was 
murthered by othicrs, and not by himſelf. 

But the next Scenc that was opened, was, after all theſe Sut- 
ferings, the bringing him to a Trya!, for cndeavouring to caſt 
Aſperſions pon the Government, and defame the King. 
Where by way of IntroduCtion, the firſt thing remarkable was, 
that the Lord CHE On was not only that Morning for 
ſome time at ///1te-Hall, before he went ro YYeftmanſter, bur 
was alſo arrended by the Earl of F. at the Lighting our. of his 
Coach in Preſtmixſter, and diſcourſed with, not only as he went 
throygh the Hail, but in a Corner near the Court, before he af- 
cendeFto rake his Place. Which gave many ground to ſuſpe&t, 
that the Chict Juſtice's Buſineſs at PYÞire-Hall,. was ro rake 
ſuch InfiruQtions as he was to follow, for the Management of 
his Buſinels, and that the Earl of F's diſcourfing him, was to 
imprint in him a freſh Sence of the Buſineſs that was to be be- 
fore him, and ro make him ſenfible cf the ill Conſequences 
that would enſue to thoſe that were concerned in the Conſpi- 
racy, as the Lord F. was ſuſpe&ed to be, if Mr. Braddoz ſhould 
be acquitted. Another thing, was the Geſture, Countenance, 
Hear, Pathon and Air of the Judyes, which ſhew'd them to be 
rather ſworn Parties againſt the Priſoner at the Bar, than equal 
Judges between the King and the Detendant, conſidering the 
mahcious and flanderous Language verted againſt the Priſoner 
himſelf, the ircerrupring, menacing and ketkths his Council, 
and the byaſſi-g and impoſing upon his Jury. And yet the very 
Inditment it telf, Of malictouſly endeavouring and conſpiring to de- - 
fame the Government z or as Juſtice W. rermed it, Of charging the 
King nith taking away-an innocent Man's Blood, and of murther- 
ing an Iincxent Man : And as it was laid in the Indictment, Qf 
frocuring and [ſwhorning falſe Witneſſes, to prove that the Earl of 
Eſſex as nt a Felo of himſeif, but was killed and Cas Ly 
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anknown, was {ufficient to have juſtified Mr. Braddons Innocency 
from the Crime of which he was accuſed. For granting thar 
what was {worn concerning the bloody Razor, and all thar 
was depoſed concerning the preceding Reports in the City and 
Country, had been falle : Yer was ir evident that Mr. Braddon 
was not the Forger of 'thoſe things ; ſo that in their nature they 
were of: that weight and importance, that any honeſt and ratio- 
nal Man might have a good ground of ſuſpition. 

Anſwerable to the Juſtice of his Tryal, was the Severity of 
his Fine of two thouſand pounds, which was more than all his 
vitible Eſtate, and conſequently contrary to the Law of the 
Land. But nothing more encreaſcd the Suſpitions of thoſe that 
were jealous enough already, as the two ſucceeding priyatec 
Murthers of two Men, whoſe Employment gave them the Op- 
portunity to obſerve and know more than others did. The 
firſt was one Meake a Common Souldier, who ſtood Sentinel 
all that Morning near the Houſe where the Earl of Eſſex was 
confin'd. For order was taken, that the Sentinels who were upon 
Puty when the King and Duke came to the Tower, which was 
abour fix cf the Clock in the Morning, ſhould not be relieved 
till cheir Departure, which was half an ho'1r after nine. Which 
was done to prevent the Obſervations of as few as might be. 
This OP had the Opportunity to obſerve all che Perſons that 
went that Morning to the Farl's Lodgings. T his poor Fellow hav- 
ing obſerved many remarkable particulars, and abhorrirg what 
he had ſeen; had neither the reſervednels to corccal the know- 
ledge of what he had ſeen, nor the Prudence to underſtand ro 
whom he diſcovered irs ſo that his Tale was ſoon carried to 
St.Zame's as an important picce of Intelligence. Wherefore that he 
might tell no more Storics,nor riſe up as a Witneſs of whathe ſaw, 
he was privately murthered and thrown into rhe Tower-Ditch: 

The next was one Mr. Hawley, a Warder in the Tower, and 
for Repwation and Eſtate, far more conſiderable than that 
Hawley, at whoſe Houſe the Earl was confined, and by conle- 
quence, one who had a better Opportunity to underſtand the 
whole Myſtcry of the Conlpiracy then.the Sentinel had, as be- 
ing a Perſon, without whoſc Privity, Conſent and Afliſtarce, 
the black Decd could not have been committed. And there- 
fore by how much he was the more capable than others to detet 
thc whole Villany, and lay-ic open in all the, ſeveral parts and 
Branches 
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Branches of it; and by reaſon of his Reputation, more capable 
of eaining Belicf in the World, by ſo. much was he ro'Þs the 


more dreaded by the Confpirators ; elpecially when they under- 


ſtood that Harley had been-talking thoſe things concerning che 
Farl of Effex's Death, which it concerned them no leſs than 
their Lives and Honours to have conceal'd; which made them 
reſolve to-haſten lis DeſttuQion, to preyenr+his farther telling 
of Tales. ' And therefore being thfornzed'thatthe was inquiring 
where | he might lay onr Money upon-'a Purchaſe, they em- 
ployed one to tempt -him out of' Town; under pretence of 
ſhewing him a Parcel of Larid chat wasro be fold ; and by that 
means, being per{waded to rake a Joirney into the Country, he 
was ſo well ſet and dogg'd tipon:the Road, and'the Rufhans cxc- 
cured their -Orders) with thae* Scerecy- and Obedience, that- ir 


"was -2- Conſiderable whike before he could be hcard of, or his 
Body be fourid. And 'when at length, his Corps, atter long 


cnquity, was diſcovered, there were all the Marks and Symp- 


«toms/upon-it, of. a-barbatous and bloody Aſſaſſination, though 


ir oo9l be never heard -of that He: had ever / given decaſion to 


- ary 6ther- Perſbns in the World; wnlefs it were the Confpira- 
'rors-apainſt the” Earl'' f-Efex,'ro deal fo inhumanly by Him. 


Not was his- Wife unſetifible of the occaſion of his Death, 


- when ſhe told ſome of" her Ftiends, thar ſhe dreaded the il] 


' Conſequefices of - his {o often difcourſing of the Earl of Eſex's 


AMurther;' 2.4170 


. On. the other-ſide; as ſome' were” oppreſſed and perſecuted, 
others deſtroyed, from whom'rthe * World might receive any 
I.ight concerning the Murther of this Noble Peer, ſo others, 
who were conſentingand aiding in thecommirting ot the bloody 


' FaQt;- were <countenanced, protetted ' and 4 by the chict 


” -% 


Mitifters-of State, and Officers of Juftice. ; For it muſt be ne- 
ceflarily acknowledged, rhar if the Earl were afſaffinated by vi- 
olent Hands, that Bomeny, who attended him in his Chamber, 
and was the only Servant that waited on him in the Tower, + 
unleſs it were a Foot man, mult be acquainted with it, and ain 
Acteflary'to it. Of which, the Apprehenſions he was in, and 
Js bayongts ho my vn _ Loh 6x penn myros 
upd a Report ris Body was to be taken up again, 
in order-to a ſecond 'Examination, were no ſmall Arguments. 
Nor was the Counteſs her felt _—_ a ſtrong Suſpirion of - 
| c 


large Freicb Valersbeing guilty of tex. Hadbands Death, which 

nil Yom oor te ban. Aer wich, let 7 le 
rot. the-Family... nw it 

came A 5 ke ns the _ ualeſs there: were /a farther 


Myſtery in itthan the World were aware of, to take him into 
Protection, and-'prefer him ro Employment. For in ing in 


place, the-Lord Chis Juſtice, "aker be had been heftoring/ in- 
cerrupting, and 'daugring. all the tacfies for the Defendan, 


not only allificd%nd, retified bis Dapolidony guiding 
him to ſay a Razor, when the Fellow had ſaid a Pen-kmife, bur. 
gave him the Charater of one, whye Integrity and Fiaelity to 
the Earl had been confirmed by ſix years Experience, and that be 
345 not an Vpſtart or wandring Fellow. chis Eſtecm which 
Bomeny had with forne of the Grandees at Gourt, was farther 
confirmed | by the-Qorreh nce which he had with the 
Secretary of State at that Time; ſo that when he lay con- 
ceal'd from others, he was ſti}l ready to be ſpoken with by any 
that prerended to come tro him from Six L. F. After. which, 
notwirhſtanding the Ignominy and Suſpicion he lay -under, hc 
was admitted to-ride in one of the Troops of the Regiment of 
Guards. As to the Wound it ſelf, certain it is, that the Coro- 
ners Inqueſt, in their Inquiſition made the 1th. -of Fuly, 1653. 
gave this Account upon their Oaths, That the Ear! of Eilex, be- 
738 the 13th. Day of July alone in his Chamber, did with a Ra- 
zor, Voluntarily and felomouſly cut his Throat, gruing hamjelf une 
wortal Wound, from ont: Zuguiar 0 the other, and'ty the Afpera 
Arteria and the Wind-pipe, to the Vertebres of the Neck, both the 
Fug ulars betng throughly drvided ; of which ſa4d mrtal Wound, 
the ſaid Earl of Eflex tnftantly dy d. With which account, rhe 
Informations, upon. Oath of Sherwood and Andrews, called to 
view the Body, 'agree, wt. Thar the Throat of the (aid Ear), 
was cyt from one Jugular to the othicr, through the Wind- 
ipe and Gullet irito the Vertebres of-the Neck, both Jugular 
cins being alſo quite divided. | 
Upon all which, the Obſervations- moſt authentickly made, 
are, firſt, That the Razor ſworn by Bowery before the Inqueſt, 
to be the Inſtrument: with which the Earl gave 'himſelt- che 
Won, _ Y _ mow a abour _ _— _dy __ 
atmoſt,without any.Spit or Tonge ar of the 
as the Engliſh Razors have, ſo that by its make and _—_— 


QOy) 
oonld norbe vſed butby holdhng.i by the Bladecand that to hol 


- © with @ Neadinebsre yoo whe Ares a Wound, the\ Ha 

and Fingets could hot grafp or fafſttn'npon'lefs then'twoTaches 
of it. - In the next place-rhat conſidering the Dimenſions of the 
Wound, which reached tothe Verrebres of the Neck in depth, 
nd in length from the-Neck-bone behing the Left Jog ar, to 
the Bone! of the Neck 'beyand the Righr, berween Eight and 
Nine Inches , 1 #'Grnt]ernan who: ſaw the Wound be- 
fore the Jury UYid; affitmsy It'was a thing which all Anatomilts 
and Chyrurgious acknowkged and confirmed by ſubſtantial 
Reaſons, that no Man /in the World could himſelf cut his 
own Throat in that marner. In regard that after the cuttin 

the -one Jugylar, iris impoſſible there ſhould remain life and 
ſtrength ſttffictent to carry forwatd theWound to the dividing the 
other ; (incc dividing the firft Jaguar, that all Lite and 
Motion would have i lately ceaſcd, ſo thatthere could have 
been no. ſtrength lefr ro draw forward the Inftrument to the 


ſecond, ſo asxo make a Diſſetion. Neither was it lefor 
a Wound or Gafh of fich'-a lengrht and (four Inches to be 
made by-no- more than wo Inchesand a half of a ſmall Razor; 
the-reſt- being allowed tobe Iain hold on by the hand. And 


therefore a certain Gunner in the Tower, ſuppoled ro be not alto- 

her a ſtranger to that Aﬀair, pitched upon a more proper In- 
mo for rhe \doing it, when about Nine of the Clock thac 
Morning,he reported the Death of the Earl,in a place not far di- 
ſtant from thence, ſaying thar the-Farl had:cur his Throat with 
a Caſc-knife , wherewih hethad been carving a Pidgeon for his 
Breakfaſt. 

After theſe Circumſtances tollowed the failing of the Wit: 
neſſes in the ſteady agreement of their Informarions ſworn be- 
fore the Coroner and' his Inqueſt. For that whereas Boyue 
{wore , That onthe 3th of July in the Morning, before the 
Ear! of Eflex was up, be ſent "the Footman home with a Nots 
to the Steward , in which among other things he azhed for 4 
Penknife for his Loyd, and that when the Footman was gone, 
a little after Ezeht of the Clock, my Lord ſent Ruſlcl the Ware 
der to the ſaid Bomeny, who came and asked him if the Pen hrafe 
were come. To which Bomeny replyd, No my Loyd, but I fball 
have it by and by z and that thereupon my Lord bid him bring his 
078 of bis Razers, which hewent y__ fetched ani gave bis Rs 
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wh3:apply d himſelf therewith. to pair- his Nuls.” Ruſſel, Smears, 
That pads pos July about-Erght or- Naw of the Clack,an 
the Far:noor he. was prejent when he heard the, Earl of Ellex call. 
to bis Man Bomeny for. a Tye 3 pair' his Nails, and then. 
far a Razor which Bomeny brought him ; and that there «pon. my 
Lord yy ow the Rom Jerapong own wht «Re: 
Zr. t white Bomeny depules, upon! Oath,. that the 
cailed for-rhe, Razor ,. and. bad it, dglivered y Ha upon ..the- 
fda an 


L2th of 7uly, bcing, Thur the, day: before--his. Death, 
Ruſſel Swears, that it wag upon the. r3th of 7uy, being Fx: lay, 
and the day. that my Lord- was . kild, -that he ask'd tor the 
Razor, and had ir.deliver'd by his Man. ,, Then again, whercas, 
Boineny. Smorc,That Ruſlel Pufb'd the Cloſet dor oper where the, Earl, 
lay; which implys: a, yiolenee-ulcg. w., ger. ing Ruſſel: Swears,) 
tat berng calied by Boracay, be.ment to the Cloſet dar and opentd. 
it, the Key being on the. outjide, Thirdly, - whereas Bomeny, 
Swears, that upon peeing through the Chink of the Cloſet-. 
door he (am, the , Eacl of Ellex lying upanghe Growd 14 the Cloſet, 
without mentuoning my Lords, Body ,.or. -any Part vf. it. - Ruſſel. 
Swears, that Bomney &þop Feetpng through the -(Chink,; of the, 
Door, [aw the _ Earl lying \ upon .ubx Ground 48 the- Cloſet,” with- 
out adding any thing of lus having fees Blood or. apart of the- 
Razor. Thea again, whereas Bmeny and Rafe! both Swear, 
that the Cloſet-door where my Lord fell, way Locked when -he came 
up to ity. ot hat hp opening the. Door they, found bigs. lving 
all along upyn the, Cly/et floar,. Pecks the Seryant who brought 
the Provilzons to. my Lord, juſt- as Boweny pretended co have 
tound him dead, and who. upon Bowenys mecring him u 
the Stairs, tan immediately into : che Chamber, afirm'd him- 
(elf ready to depoſe, That he ſam .the--Earl's. Body lying in the + 
Cloſet with a great. Part. of. his Les witho'4 the-Clo;et-door, an: 
the print of a” bloody. Fo2t upau 9g bs SWEkeres. i 1D 
No leſs obſervable were; the Circumftance;-of. removing the 
Earls Body out of the Cloſer where it was fo.md, and whore 
it ought to haye lam. according to the, Law, till the Coroners 
oy had ſeen it:, the unclothing ,: ſtripping. and waſhing his. 
y, and the, waſhing, the Cloſct where it. ,was found, and 
the Chamber whereahe lodgid adjoyning to it, .apd the can-. 
veving awav of the Earl's Cloarhs, and denying the - Jury / 
a ſighrof them. ; which depriy'd the Jury of many, Circumtan- | 
CES 
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cey that might have afforded -them a dearer Light ia the gis 
mg'their Verdi: int fg 2407 | 
True it is that one of the: Jury having obſery'd, that though 
they had been admired tro view the Body, yet they had nor 
ſeen the Cloaths which the Earl wore when he was killed, bur 
that they had been taken off and carried away, did thereupon 
a to ſce the faid Cloaths. -Butthe noiſe of that demand coming 
into thenext Room where ſame Gentlemen were WY ug 
Coroner was {ent for,” and: ſeverely. checkt for ſuffering ſuch 
Queſtions to be propoſed 3 who thereupon rerurning back to 
the - Jury rold chem, thev were callcd-to fir upon my Lords 
Body and not upon his Cloaths, and that it was ſufficient: they 
had ſeervbis Body and received an Accompt how it was found. 
The laft thing diicourſed of, to confirm that the Earl of Eſſex 
was'no' Felo de » was that a Bloody Razor: was thrown our of 
his-Chamber-window, before any noiſe of his death, or the 
leaſt Intimation that he was killed. 
» For that it was'impoſhble that after he had. cut his 'Throat him- 
ſelf, he ſhould himſelt throw it out, and therefore it muſt be thrown 
out by another. Now that a Bloody Razor: was thrown. our of the 
Earls Chamber. Window the;Morning that he was killd, - was teſti- 
fy*d: by a Young Lad between "Thirteen and Fourteen Years of Age, 
who having heard as he was going - to School, that the K. and the D. 
were in the 'Tower, .difpens'd. with his School-duty, , and made bold 
to go to the 'Tower to {ee them, and rambling there from one place 
ro anatker alt the Morning return'd. home again about Tcn of the 
Clock to his Mother, and told her, that the Earl. of Eſſex was kilf d, 
and that while he ſtood ncre the ;Earls Lodgings, looking up toward his Cham- 
ber Window, be ſam a hand caſt out a Bloody Razor, which as he was 


going to take up, there came. a ſhort - Maid or Woman, with a Winte. Hood | 


on her Head out of Captain Hawley*s Houſe where the Earl lay, and took 
1p. the Razor, which ſhe | immediatly carry'd inta the Captains Houſe, and 
ran up Stairs, and that ſoon after be heard one cry ous Murder. All which 
the Boy frequently repeated and averr'd to his Father, Mother and 
Siſter, and to one Mrs. Burg, as well as to Mr. Braddom : tho at 
haſt by the Flatteries of ſome and the  Menaces of others he was 
wrought -upon to : retract what he had ſaid. Nevertheleſs the. ſoft: 
Behaviour of the Court toward the Boy, and the rough Carryage of” 
the Judges toward the reſt of Braddons Witnelles {trangely FR 
, 1C. 
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* the minds of People, that the Lad:was more in the right. in hls Grft 
Affirmation then in his enſuing Retraftion ; beſides that 'the-ſame 
thing was affirmed by others.. For that one Fane Ledemen a Girl of 
about thirteen Years of Age, being 'in the Tower that Morning the 
Earl was kill'd and ſtanding over againſt his Lodgings, came home 
and told both her Aunt and others that it, was reported, the Earl of 
Eſex had cut his Throat, and that ſhe had feen a Hand caſt out g 
Bloody Razer out- of a Window where they ſaid ' that my Lord 
Lodged. 'Upon which 'it was eaſily inferr'd that Children of their 
Innocent Years could not frame or invent ſuch a ſtory of themſelves. 
The rather becauſe it was known that Meake the Semiinel who was 
Murdered and thrown into the Tower-ditch, had declared to feveral 
Perſons the very day that my Lord was faid to have killed himſelf, 
That juſt before the Earls death was publachly known, there was 8 Bloody 
Razer thrown out of his Chamber-Window, which was ſeen by ſome of the 
Souldiers as well as by others, and that whilſt « little Boy who had ſeen the 
Razer thrown out, ran tcwards it to take it up, « ſhort Maid or Woman that 
came out of the Houſe where the Earl of Eſjex Lodg d, gs 700 quick for the 

. By and ſnatched up the Razer, and having run in with it ito « Heyſe, 

Murder was ſoon after cry?d ous. All which Afhrmations agrecing tn 

every particular, though the Perſons were unknown to one another 

and never had communicativn together, rendered the matter the more 

Suſpicious : more eſpecially ſeeing all rhings carry'd on with ſach a 

High Hand in'the Court againſt Mr. Bradden,. for only endeavouring 

to. Aiſcover the Truth. - , 

Some other Paſſages alfa were obſerved in the Tower that Morni 

my Lord was faid to -— Hh 7m leſs remarkable then the 

i receding; but ſeperated the reſt,as relating rather to the ſuſpe&- 

= / # as and Actors,then the T-timonics The frſt Obſervgtian 

” of this Nature was, that the Gare at the lower end of thoſe Apartments 
in the Tower where the Earl of Efex and the relt of the Gentlemen 
commirted for the pretended Plot were Lodg'd and ſecured,and which 


always uſed to ſtand open from Morning toEvening, was all that Morn- 
ing,kept ſhut till after the Earl of Efex was dead, only that it was once 
* he 


to let out the Lord Ruſſe! to his Tryal, but then immediately 
was gone, was lockt up again. Which as it could not e 
the fight of the \Perſons'who were then cont'd, fo it gave that ſur- 
prize to ſome of them, being a thing unuſual before; that one 
Gentleman in particular "called ro his Warder, to underftand the 
meaning 
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meaning of it, and received for Anſwer, that there was ſpecial Or der 
given for it. | 

The Second Paſſage remarkable that Morning was, that the 
King and the Duke having been at the Lievrenant's Houſe, which 
is about the middle of the Lane or paſſage to the Mount where the 
Lord of Eſſex, and the reſt were Impriſoned, and having ſtood in a 
Balcony with ſome few 'Attending them, to ſee the Lord Ruf+! paſs 
by to his Tryal, the Duke ſoon after withdrew with ſeveral waiting 
upon him, and went dowa into | the Paſlage aforeſaid, where the 
Gate was ſtill kept ſhur. 

The laſt thing which fell under the Obſervation of ſeveral in the. 
Tower, was, that the Duke having withdrawn from the King, there 
were ſeveral Perſons ſent away and. diſmiſſed from his very fide, to- 
ward the Earl of Eſſex*s Lodging, who never returned till the Earls 
death, at what time they —_— wk gave an Accomprt of the O- ” 
bedience they had pay'd to his Highneſs's Commands, pretending 
withal Hs © Earl. had cur his own Throat. Xs 

And from all theſe Circumſtances layd together-it was that ſuch - 
Violent Suſpicions have {o generally taken Root in the Kingdom, that: 
the Earl of Eſex.was no Felo de ſe, but- aſlaffinated by Others. 
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